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on the opposite shore, Kum Kale and Orkanieh.
None of these forts were heavily armed. The en-
trance forts were merely the outposts of the real
defence. The second group was at the Narrows.
Fourteen miles from the mouth the Straits close in
to a width of about three-quarters of a mile. Up
to this point their general course has been from
south-west to north-east, but now the channel makes
a short turn directly northward before resuming its
original direction. There is thus within a distance
of a few miles a sharp double bend, and guns placed
in position at the water's edge could cross their fire
against ships ascending the Straits, which would also
be brought under end-on fire from guns at the top of
the Narrows. At the entrance to the Narrows were
the forts of Chanak, or Sultanieh Kalessi, on the
Asiatic side, and Kilid Bahr, on the European. But
the strength of the defence did not depend only on
the batteries. There was first the obstruction of the
channel by submarine mines. To get rid of these by
sweeping was nearly impossible, for the light vessels,
which alone could be employed, had to face not only
the fire of the forts but that of mobile guns on the
higher ground. Again, the descending current could
be used to send down drift-mines upon the attacking
ships. The artillery defence was further supple-
mented by howitzer batteries on the heights, difficult
to locate, easy to move if located, and therefore
almost impossible to silence. It was clear that a fleet
endeavouring to force a channel thus defended was
at the gravest disadvantage.

On March the 18th the main attack on the Straits
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